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A New Way to
Reach Out to

Our Community
Dr. Keith Shorter

This year we have an exciting new way to celebrate the Christmas 
season!  For the first time ever, we will set up a Live Nativity in the 
field in front of our church and invite our community to come see 
the real meaning of Christmas.  In addition to the manger scene, 
there will be four other stations to help people understand the 
marvel of what God did on that first Christmas.  

The first station will be a prophet talking about the signs in the 
Old Testament that pointed toward the coming of the Messiah.  
The second station will be Mary, later in life, talking about the 
miracle of what happened that night.  The third station will be the 
shepherds giving their account of seeing Jesus for the first time.  
Then the people will be ushered to observe the nativity scene with 
Mary and Joseph and of course the Christ-child.  Our choir will be 
o� to the side of this scene singing worship carols.  Finally, the 
fourth scene will be Anna and Simeon giving their perspective on 
the birth of Jesus, and talking about the real reason He was born.  
Following the tour, there will be a station where people can get 
free refreshments, which will allow us a chance to engage them 
in conversation.

This is going to be a major undertaking, but we truly believe that 
we will have a tremendous opportunity to connect with the 
people in our community and share with them the true meaning 
of Christmas!  The dates for this event will be December 12-15.  
(Note: The 12th will be a “practice night” for just the church family.)

Because this is such a big undertaking, we will not be able to have 
Trunk or Treat this year.  I know that that is a popular event in our 
community, but we feel like the Live Nativity will give us a better 
opportunity to present the Gospel.

Here’s how you can help:

Advertise – Talk to your friends, family and neighbors.  Let them 
know what we are doing this year.  Emphasize that we are not 
having Trunk or Treat, but we are going to be having a Live 
Nativity.  Give them the dates and invite them to come.

Participate – We need a lot of people to pull this o�.  We estimate 
that it will take about 50 people each night serving.  Please be one 
of those 50!

Join the Team – There is a lot of planning and praying to do in the 
months ahead.  We need to build sets, make costumes, prepare 
the site, etc.   There is another article in this Beacon edition to 
show you how you can be part of the LN Prep Team (see page 5).  
You can also see Brad Bardin for more information.

Let’s really work together to show our community why 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  
(John 1:14)
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Homeless Ministry… 
The Homeless Ministry will feed at SHINE Kitchen on Thursday, October 3,  and 
Thursday, November 7.  Servers are needed for the 4:00 and 5:15 shifts.  If you can 
serve, please email Kathy Elrod at Rkjbelrod84@gmail.com. You will be blessed!

Senior Singles...
On Tuesday, October 8, the Senior Singles will take our annual trip to Sky Top
Orchard.  We will meet at the church at 10:00am.  Remember the orchard only 
accepts cash or checks.  We will have lunch at Cracker Barrell.  Please contact 
Connie Poole at 864-643-9051 if you plan to attend.  

Young at Heart…. 
On Thursday, October 10, at 6:00pm the Young at Heart Group (ages 55+ or 
retired) will have its regular monthly meeting in Building A (Fellowship Bldg). 
Please bring your favorite dessert and join us for a great time.  You may 
contact Brenda Coggins at 864-859-4300 for more information.   

Ladies‘ Group Meetings...
    The Dot Tripp Group will meet at the home of Eunice Bardin on Monday, 
    October 14, at 6:30pm.  Euncie’s sister, Carolyn Rice, will be sharing about her 
    mission work in the country of Georgia.  For our mission project, we will be
    collecting money to help Carolyn with a Thanksgiving dinner in her ministry there.
    For more information or directions, contact Kathy at Rkjbelrod84@gmail.com. 
    
    The Margaret Mitchell Group will meet in the Life Center parking lot on 
    Wednesday, October 16, at 9:30am to go to Sunrise Farm for our meeting.  
    Please bring your homebound ministry reports.  Contact Miriam Ausburn at 
    864-269-1328 for more information.

Bible Basics Class... 
Is the Bible confusing to you? Do you have the desire to read the Bible, but you 
just don’t know where to start? Do you wish you knew how to look things up in the
Bible such as topics, specific verses, etc.?  Do you need help knowing how to apply
what you read to your life?  If you answered yes to any or all of these questions,
then this class is for you!  This simple 6 week class will meet Sundays at 9:45am 
beginning October 6 in Rm. A-104. Visit www.mtairybaptist.com/biblebasics to 
sign up. See Brad or Donna Porter for details.

Young Adult Hiking Trip...  
All young adults (ages 20-29) are invited on a hiking trip on Saturday, October 19.  
We will meet at the church at 8:00am and return around 1:30 to 2:00pm. We will
hike to waterfalls in Oconee County.  Please text Glenda at 843-618-5511 if you’d
like to participate, so transportation can be secured.  

OCTOBER CALENDAR

Looking Ahead...

Tuesday       October 1/8/15/22/29
11:00      Ladies’ Bible Study in LC Classroom
 7:00      Ladies’ Bible Study in LC Classroom      
                                     

Thursday      October 10
6:00       Young at Heart in Building A  

Monday      October 14
6:30        Dot Tripp WMU Group Meeting
  

Saturday       October 5
10:00am - until    Community Cornhole & Cue Event
Sunday       October 6/13/20/27
8:30/9:45/11:00      Bible Study Fellowship
9:45         Bible Basics Class in Rm. A-104
9:45 & 11:00               AM Worship
11:00      WE Worship (Grades 1- 5 in Bldg. A)
6:00       MA Big Group in LC (Grades 6 - 12)
6:00       Evening Bible Study  

Wednesday      October 2/9/16/23/30
6:30        Wednesdays at Mt. Airy
                 TeamKid (Preschool)
                 RA’s/GA’s  (Grades 1 - 5)
                 MA Students in LC (Grades 6 - 12) 
7:30       Adult Choir Practice
                 

(for more details, see announcements at right)
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Sunday      November 3
                Daylight Savings Time Ends
  

Sunday       October 20
4:00        Discover Mt. Airy in Building A 

Thursday       October 3
9:30 - 12:00    ‘Inside Out’  Leadership Conference
4:00 - 7:00      Homeless Ministry @ Dream Center

Friday       October 11
6:00        GA Sleepover (ends at 8:00am on 10/12)
 

Friday       October 18
5:00        RA Campout (ends at 8:00am on 10/19)
Post-Game   5th Quarter in LC (Grades 6 - 12)

Upcoming Events

Wednesday       October 16
9:30       Margaret Mitchell WMU Group Meeting
        

Fri- Sun        November 8-10
                  Ladies’ Ministry Fall Retreat
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Tuesday        October 8
10:00        Senior Singles to Sky Top Orchard

October 2019

Saturday        October 12 
7:00am    Men’s Breakfast in LC

Saturday        October 19 
8:00am    Young Adult Hiking Trip

Saturday        November 9 
7:00am    Men’s Breakfast in LC

�ank
You

Dear Mr. Airy Family,

Thank you all for your prayers, calls, cards, visits and meals during Dan’s
illness.  Your support means so much to me and my family.  Special 
thanks to Pastor Keith and Pastor Dave.   Please keep us in your prayers. 
 
Vickie Kerr and Family

Dear Mt. Airy Family,

Thank you all for your prayers during my 
back injury and now as I recover at home 
post-surgery.  Brad and Dave were so 
kind to visit me in the hospital.  God 
is good and I will be back!
  
Judy Hooper
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You’re invited to the Mt. Airy “Cornhole and Que” event on Saturday, 
October 5, from 10:00am - until. This tournament is open to all ages 
and not limited to church members- everyone is invited! Prizes will be 
given to the top winners in each division. This will be a family event, so 
please bring your children. 

Cost to register is $25 per team which includes 2 BBQ plates with all 
the fixin’s and drinks. BBQ plates are available for purchase for those 
who do not want to enter the tournament ($8 each).

Net proceeds will be donated to Water Mission - a nonprofit that 
builds safe water solutions in developing countries (see article at right).
  

Mt. Airy  Ministry of the Month

This month’s featured ministry is Water Mission, a clean
water charity dedicated to building safe water solutions
in developing countries.

In 1998, Molly and George Greene were operating an 
environmental engineering company in Charleston, 
South Carolina when they heard about the devastation in 
Honduras caused by Hurricane Mitch. After receiving a 
request for multiple water treatment systems in Honduras, 
and being unable to find existing systems that would work, 
George and his team of engineers took action to build 
such a system – and thus the idea for Water Missions 
International was born.

When the Greene’s arrived in Honduras, they were
shocked by what they found. The river that flowed 
through a nearby village was the color of chocolate milk,
deep brown with toxins, bacteria and hopelessness. The 
residents of the village referred to it as the “River of 
Death” – no one survived once they drank from that river. 
As one of the newly built water systems became 
operational, the local villagers were still terrified to drink 
any water from the river – whether it was clear or not. So 
Molly and George placed their own lips to the hose and 
drank the newly purified water. With that action, Molly 
and George bridged the final gap and the villagers 
swarmed forward to drink the water.

In the aftermath of their Honduras trip, Molly and George 
discovered the sad truth about the global water crisis – 
that billions are forced to drink dirty water every day. In
2001, the Greenes took action to combat this reality and 
founded Water Mission.

Water Mission began work in Kenya in 1999 and received 
o�cial NGO status in 2009, which mandated an expansion 
of operations to cover almost all regions within Kenya. The 
program is under the leadership of Moses N’gania, a native 
Kenyan, and maintains 19 sta�. Sta� work in remote 
locations, encountering broken roads, drought, and 
pastoral communities in need of custom solar powered 
pumping solutions.

Mt. Airy members Doug and Jennifer Lawson are part of
the Kenyan team.  Doug, an engineer, Jennifer, and their
family left several years ago to move to Uganda to join
Water Mission.  They have since been transferred to Kenya
and are one of Mt. Airy’s GO Team partners.  They recently
held a “Walk for Water” event in May 2019 (see pictures left).

Water Mission counts on people like you to spread the word 
about their work and supporting their projects around the 
world.  Prayer, donations, volunteering and educating others 
is a great start!  Find out more at: www.watermission.org.

Cornhole & Quee
October 5

10:00am - Until 
Life Center  

Register online at: 
www.mtairybaptist.com 

“Walk for Water” event May 25, 2019 benefitting 
Water Mission.  Several Mt. Airy teams were present!
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2019 GO Trips Update
Continue to pray for our GO Partners.   After talking to the 
Churches in Boston and Nashville, they said there was no 
need for additional GO Trips this year.  We will be planning 
for GO Trips to Nashville, Boston, Kenya and our Southeast 
Asia partner for 2020.  Be in prayer for these opportunities 
and more outreach possibilities as we talk to our Partners 
about dates and the ministry we will do with them next year.
  

Live Nativity Story Preparations
We are preparing for the set up of the Live Nativity Story 
(December 12 - 15).  We will be telling the story of Jesus’ birth
in a unique way that presents the Gospel as well as acting 
out the drama of that first Christmas.  We want to remind 
and celebrate with our community the true meaning of 
Christmas. 
For us to bring this story to life, we need your help.  If you 
have the following abilities, please let us know by signing up 
online or calling the church office.  Some things will happen 
very soon and other needs will be closer to or during the time 
of the event. 
Sewing
Landscaping
Animal care 
Actors
Refreshment servers
Building the Nativity set
Lighting
Thank you for your help.  
Pray for God to use this story 
retelling in a powerful way!

Operation Christmas Child

The next OCC packing party will be 
‘Brunch and Boxes’ on Saturday, 
November 23, from 10:30am to 
2:30pm in Building A. There will be
a sign-up sheet on the OCC table
soon.  Please come and help us 
finish strong for 2019!  

The OCC items of the month for October are washcloths 
and Ivory soap (or any bar soap - no liquids). We are 
running short on these items. Please place the items in 
the OCC bins in the connector between Buildings B & C
or in the LC. Monetary donations are always needed for 
shipping and to purchase items that we are short on. 
                                        Please mark envelopes “FOR 
                                        OCC FUND.”

The Backpack Ministry
serves children in the Mt. 
Airy community schools.  
Though our schools provide 
lunches for students through 
the week, many kids are in 
need of assistance with 
weekend meals as well.  The 
Backpack Ministry works to satisfy that need.  They work with 
the schools and receive names of needy children.  Each of these 
children are provided with a Zip-loc bag of food to take home 
every Friday.  Each child’s bag includes items they can prepare 
themselves, such as oatmeal, grits, a fruit cup, applesauce, mac 
and cheese, a Chef Boyardee meal, and 4 - 6 snacks.  This is a 
ministry we want to continue, but WE NEED YOUR HELP!  We 
need 5 - 10 volunteers willing to shop for approved items 
(using donated funds), bring those items to our pantry, pack 
gallon-size bags for the children and deliver them to Wren 
Elementary. The delivery would be weekly, but packing the 
items could possibly be monthly with enough volunteers.  If 
you’d like to help, please contact the church o�ce at (864)
 295-3008 or see Cheri Capell by October 14. 

Ministry Spotlight: Backpack Blessings

Wednesdays @ Mt. Airy
 

When you identify your spiritual gifts, it is a starting point to grow 
and serve God in the way He intends.  Join Dr. Shorter on 

Wednesday nights at 6:30pm in Building B during October to 
learn more about your spiritual gifts and how they relate to your 

daily life. Discover how God can work through you, and how 
God can use you and your spiritual gifts.

“De�ning Your
Spiritual Gifts”

6:30pm
Building B

Discover Mt. Airy is a class designed to explain who we 
are and what we are about. We encourage anyone new 
to Mt. Airy to attend, whether or not you are planning to
join the church. A light meal and optional childcare are 

included with each session. The next class will be Sunday, 
October 20, from 4:00pm until 7:00pm in Building A. 

Please call Lori at (864) 295-3008 or email her at:
lori@mtairybaptist.com to register.    

Discover Mt. Airy
 

thebeacon
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Unreached People Group of the Month
Each month we are asking our church family to join us as we pray 
for and learn about a new unreached people group in the world.

What Are Their Lives Like?
Most of the Jawa Banyumasan people make their living from 
farming, but compared to other Indonesian people groups, they 
are fairly advanced in this field. Besides having fertile land, they 
use the land well, even more so now that they have modern 
equipment. The industrial sector is also experiencing rapid growth. 
Besides heavy industry, small industries are also growing well. 
Woven bamboo and brown sugar products are a mainstay of
small industry. 

What Are Their Beliefs?
The majority of the Jawa Banyumasan are Muslim. However, 
80% of them are nominal Muslims (abangan). The other 20% 
are serious Muslims (santri) who strictly follow Islamic teachings 
and are faithful in worship. In addition, some Jawa Banyumasan 
also follow animistic beliefs. They believe there are spirits that 
come from the unseen world. Places that are often considered 
sacred include graves, mountains, caves and seas. 

What Are Their Needs?
The Jawa Banyumasan people still need assistance to increase 
their agricultural production. They need more dams and a better 
irrigation system could help them harvest more than three times 
as much per year. The opening of more work opportunities could 
decrease migration of youth to Cilacap and other cities. 

Please pray for the Java Banyumasan in Indonesia.

To pray for a di�erent group every day, sign up for “Get Unreached 
of the Day” by email at joshuaproject.net or download the mobile app. 

8 STEPS TO DEEPER CONVERSATIONS WITH NON-CHRISTIANS
Talking with a non-Christian can be intimidating for many followers of Jesus, but it 
doesn’t have to be that way.  Recently, I took a trip to the Grand Canyon and ventured 
out on to the Skywalk, a horseshoe-shaped glass bridge that extends 70 feet out over 
the rim of the Grand Canyon

With a mostly clear glass floor, you can see 4,000 feet down to the canyon floor below. 
It’s awe-inspiring, but a little nerve-racking.  As you can imagine, many people walk
very gingerly across the bridge and don’t breathe again until they’ve reached the other 
side amidst sweaty palms and weak knees.  Unfortunately, we often treat conversations 
with those who believe di�erently from us in the same way.

We know it’s an amazing thing we have the privilege to do, but we want to just get 
through it as quickly and safely as possible.  Instead of viewing talking with a non-
Christian as a life-risking endeavor, keep these eight steps in mind.

1. VALUE THEM AS PEOPLE.
We need to see those who disagree with us as people. This helps us to not be so 
frightened of them that we never start that conversation.  It also keeps us from seeing 
them as a project or task on our to-do list.  Your neighbor, cousin, barista, or person you 
pass on the street are created in God’s image, have inherent dignity, and were created to 
worship.

2. LISTEN.
This is an easy next step, but one we often ignore and miss how important it can be. 
Just listen to what they have to say.  Often times, you can stand out simply by paying 
attention when they talk. In a noisy world full of loud voices, sometimes a listening ear 
can speak the loudest.  This not only a�rms their worth but allows you to better 
understand them and move to the next step.

3. FIND POINTS OF CONNECTION.
As you listen to them, you will find some common ground—a shared experience, a sports 
fandom, a favorite book or movie, a fun parenting story, a heartbreaking tragedy.  Any of 
these can form a bond between you and the other person. Those bonds allow the 
relationship to grow deeper and move to other topics, including faith.

4. UNDERSTAND THEIR PERSPECTIVE.
As you listen to them, hear why they are a non-Christian at this point in their life.  Maybe 
they grew up Muslim or converted to Hinduism in college. Perhaps they used to go to 
church but left because of a theological disagreement or damage to a relationship. Don’t 
instinctively judge them or their current position. Try to understand why they arrived at 
the point they did, so that you can better show how the gospel will reach them there.

5. AVOID USING CHRISTIAN JARGON.
Christians use phrases and lingo that can either mean nothing to a person outside of the 
church or it can raise unnecessary questions and concerns.  Don’t stress out about every 
word you use in the conversation. But when you move to spiritual matters, think about 
how you can describe those things in ways that will bring clarity, not more confusion.

6. WELCOME QUESTIONS.
Instead of trying to avoid questions, welcome them. It means the other person is listening
and engaged in what you are saying.  Even if they are hard questions or misleading ones, 
it at least lets you know they’re thinking through the conversations you’ve been having.  If 
they haven’t asked questions, bring it up yourself. Ask if they have any questions. Maybe 
even bring up some questions they may have but haven’t asked.

7. ADMIT IGNORANCE.
When they ask questions, they may well ask something that you don’t have the answer to 
right o� the top of your head. That’s OK.  If your neighbor is a top-notch scientist and he 
asks deep questions about the relationship between science and faith that make your brain 
hurt, don’t feel like you have to address those issues yourself.  Feel free to say, “That’s a
great question. I don’t really know the answer, but I’ll work to find something for you.”  
You’ve shown humility and you’ve already primed them for an additional conversation on 
the topic.  This could lead to inviting the other person to speak with another Christian who 
has expertise in the subject matter or reading a book on the topic with you

By Aaron Earls ©2019. Article reprinted from www.factsandtrends.net.

8. PRAY.
In reality, this shouldn’t be the final step. This should be part of every step you
take before, during, and after your conversations with the other person.  Pray 
that the Holy Spirit will work in their life. Pray that the Holy Spirit will give you 
the words you need to say and help you remain quiet when that would be 
best.  Regardless of how long the conversations go on, continue to pray for
the other person that one day they will respond to Christ and will be thinking 
about how they will have conversations with their non-Christian friends and 
family.



thebeacon

Upcoming Preschool & Children’s Events
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ma
students

 MA Big Group
Sunday | 6:00pm

MA gathering 
Wednesday | 6:30pm

Check us out online: mtairystudents.com

Follow us on twitter: @mtairystudents

Facebook: facebook/mtairystudents

October 2019

ATTENTION PARENTS:

There will be NO WE Worship 
(1st - 5th Gr.) on Sunday, December 22 

or SUNDAY, December 29.

Please be sure to pick your 
child up after the BSF hour.

October can be a fun time, but also frightening time with all the spooky decor, movies 
and events. This month, we'd like to stock you with some easy-to-remember scripture 
verses to bring your child comfort when they need it most.

“Give all your worries to him, because he cares for you.” -1 Peter 5:7

“The Lord is my light and the one who saves me. So why should I fear anyone? 
The Lord protects my life. So why should I be afraid?” -Psalm 27:1

“Give your burdens to the Lord, and he will take care of you.” -Psalm 55:22

“Even if I walk through a very dark valley, I will not be afraid because you are with me.”
-Psalm 23:4

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” -John 14:27

“God did not give us a spirit that makes us afraid. He gave us a spirit of power and 
love and self-control.” -2 Timothy 1:7

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need,
 and thank him for all he has done." -Philippians 4:6

“I am the Lord your God. I am holding your right hand. And I tell you, “Don’t be afraid. 
I will help you.” -Isaiah 41:13

“I will never leave you or forsake you.” - Hebrews 13:5

"This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. 
For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” - Joshua 1:9

We pray that these scriptures will help to flood the hearts of your kids with the 
peace that only God can give. Take some extra time this month to let them know 
that God is always with them.

Adapted from a Worship House Kids article ©2019  

TEN SCRIPTURES FOR WHEN YOUR KIDS ARE SCARED

Fifth Quarter - October 11 in the Life Center following the 
Friday Night Football Games. See Je� to volunteer!

Online payment opportunities available for each of the 
following:

Passion 2020 – December 31 – January 2 in Atlanta, GA 
(OPEN TO COLLEGE STUDENTS ONLY)
$100 due by October 16; $150 Remainder due by December 8

Winter Conference – January 17th – 20th in Gatlinburg, TN 
(Open to 6th - college); $50 Deadline #2 due by October 2
$100 Remainder due by November 24

MFUGE (Summer Camp) – June 15th – 19th at 
Carson-Newman University at Je�erson City, TN 
(Open to every grade level)
$75 Deposit due January 5; $100 Deadline due February 9
$125 Remainder due April 19th

MA STUDENTS UPCOMING EVENTS

GA Sleepover  | The Girls in Action (Grades 1-5) 
will have a sleepover at the home of Kristin Gray 
on Friday, October 11, beginning at 6:00pm and 
ending on Saturday, October 12, at 8:00am. 
Activities for the evening include traveling to 
Hollow Earth Pottery to make a mug, dinner 
at Chick-Fil-A and morning doughnuts! Moms 
are invited, but not required to come. No cost 
for girls; $25 for moms (plus dinner). Sign up 
and pay by October 9. See Mandy for more 
details or directions. 

RA Campout | The Royal Ambassadors 
(Grades 1-5) will have a campout at the home 
of Steve and Amber O’Shields beginning Friday, 
October 18, at 5:00pm and ending on Saturday, 
October 19 at 8:00am. Earthskills instructor Alex 
Garcia will join us to teach fire- making skills. No 
cost for boys; $25 for dads. Sign up and pay by 
October 16. Please see Mandy for more details 
or directions. 
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mgilmore@mtairybaptist.com

Jeff Randolph
   Minister to Students
jrandolph@mtairybaptist.com

Brad Bardin
  Interim  Minister of Missions & Discipleship
bbardin@mtairybaptist.com

Daniel Cox
   Life Center Worship Leader
dcox@mtairybaptist.com

Lori Acker
   Pastor’s Adminstrative Asst./Fin. Sec.
lori@mtairybaptist.com

Melanie Muller
   Church Secretary
mmuller@mtairybaptist.com

@mtairybaptist
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Our Discipleship Process is Simple! 
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