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Session 11 

Tempted 

God is honored when we are faithful to Him and His standards.  

GENESIS 39:3-12,19-21  

FIRST THOUGHTS 

When Harry was born, his parents wanted his middle name to honor one of his grandfathers. But which 
grandfather’s name should they use? Whichever they selected, the other grandfather almost certainly would be 
offended. The paternal grandfather’s name was Sharpe; the maternal grandfather’s name was Solomon. The baby’s 
parents resolved their problem with a Solomon-like decision. They gave their son the letter S for a middle name. 
Both families were honored when Harry S. Truman became president of the United States. 

(In PSG, p. 100) What are some ways people honor other people? How do you honor God? 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 

GENESIS 38:16–39:23 
Genesis 38 abruptly interrupts the narrative of Joseph. The unanticipated interruption performs several functions. 
From a literary perspective it creates suspense concerning Joseph’s fate. Likewise it conveys a sense of time 
passing in Canaan by separating Joseph’s betrayal by his brothers from their future encounters with him. 
Historically, it established seniority within the tribe of Judah. Theologically, it magnified Joseph’s superior 
morality, ethics, and spiritual faithfulness in chapter 39. 

An ancient Middle Eastern custom known as levirate marriage governed behavior in the episode. According to 
the practice, if a man died childless, his brother was obligated to marry his widow. Their firstborn son would be 
reared legally as the offspring of the deceased man. Thereby, the deceased man’s family line would continue. 
Judah’s firstborn son, Er, died childless. Judah gave Er’s widow, Tamar, in levirate marriage to his second born 
son. When that son deliberately circumvented his responsibilities in levirate marriage, he also died childless.  

When Tamar again invoked her right as a childless widow, Judah delayed compliance (38:6-11). Therefore, 
Tamar disguised herself as a prostitute. Unaware of her true identity, Judah solicited her services. Lacking the 
compensation she requested, Judah gave her some personal items as collateral until he could bring her the agreed-
upon payment. From this deception twin boys were conceived (38:12-30). The affair forms the background for the 
inclusion of Tamar in Matthew’s genealogy of Christ (Matt. 1:3).  

Genesis 39 resumes the narrative of Joseph by recapping information from Genesis 37:36. After arriving in 
Egypt, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, an important official in the Egyptian government. Joseph rose in authority in 
Potiphar’s household because he enjoyed God’s favor. Only Potiphar had more authority in the household than 
Joseph (Gen. 39:2-6a). Potiphar’s wife sought to seduce Joseph. He was mindful of his stewardship as a leader 
and of his responsibility as an individual before God. Therefore, Joseph refused her advances. Potiphar’s wife was 
persistent in her advance. On one occasion Joseph had to flee from her presence, leaving behind his garment as 
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she clung to it (39:6b-12). Being falsely accused of attempted rape by Potiphar’s wife, Joseph was placed in 
prison. God continued to work in Joseph’s life by granting him favor with the prison warden (39:13-23). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT 

SUCCESSFUL (GEN. 39:3-6a) 

VERSES 3-4 
3 When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD made everything he did successful, 4 
Joseph found favor with his master and became his personal attendant. Potiphar also put him in charge of his 
household and placed all that he owned under his authority. 

 
When the caravan reached its designation in Egypt, the Ishmaelite traders promptly sold their merchandise. 
Among the goods put up for sale was the Hebrew slave they had acquired in Canaan. This time Joseph’s buyer 
was an Egyptian named Potiphar. There was an informal hierarchy within slavery in ancient Egypt. Slaves 
enjoyed certain privileges. They could own land and property. They could employ servants and marry non-slaves. 
The potential for enjoying such privileges, however, was contingent upon the level of a slave’s status. Prisoners of 
war were the lowest in rank in the spectrum. They virtually were fated to life-long bondage in physical labor. 
Egyptians serving a specified period of time were at the top of the range. They possessed access to numerous 
privileges. Flexibility within the system enabled slaves to raise their status and even to gain emancipation. 
Joseph’s ethnicity would have categorized him toward the bottom of the spectrum. Therefore, he had little hope 
for advancement. 

Potiphar was an important official of Pharaoh. He commanded Pharaoh’s bodyguard. As such he was a trusted 
subordinate of the head of state. He also had risen to that office by merit. He had demonstrated loyalty and strong 
leadership qualities. These included the ability to identify the capability of men under his command. The LORD was 
with Joseph and Potiphar recognized Joseph’s unusual abilities. Consequently, Potiphar began assigning more 
responsibilities to the young Hebrew slave. Because of God’s involvement, Joseph succeeded at every task that was 
assigned to him. 

The repetition of various statements concerning God’s role in Joseph’s success (vv. 2,3,5) emphatically 
attributes his achievement to God alone. Joseph’s story is in reality an account of God’s faithfulness to His 
promises. God acted in Joseph’s life to preserve the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God’s blessing 
served a greater purpose than an individual’s personal triumph. That purpose was yet to be revealed to Joseph. In 
the meanwhile, Joseph’s faith in God never wavered.  

Joseph initially was assigned to work inside Potiphar’s house rather than labor in his fields. Here, Potiphar 
astutely observed Joseph’s success and quickly promoted the Hebrew slave to greater responsibility. Potiphar 
made Joseph his personal attendant. The term personal attendant denotes the position of a subordinate who has 
oversight of others. A servant with this title held a high rank and had a special relationship with his master. 
Joseph’s accomplishments eventually led Potiphar to elevate him to oversee all the daily operations within his 
house. This included procuring various food and supplies as well as supervising all of the servants working inside 
the house. 
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VERSES 5-6a 
5 From the time that he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the 
Egyptian’s house because of Joseph. The LORD’s blessing was on all that he owned, in his house and in his fields. 
6a He left all that he owned under Joseph’s authority; he did not concern himself with anything except the food he 
ate. 

 
When God called Abraham to leave his home and family and migrate into Canaan, God promised “I will bless 
those who bless you” (Gen. 12:3a). Joseph was Abraham’s great grandson and the recipient of God’s promises to 
Abraham. Potiphar’s treatment of Joseph caused God to bless Potiphar. As he prospered, the perceptive Egyptian 
continued to promote Joseph. He extended Joseph’s authority to include everything Potiphar owned. Joseph now 
supervised agricultural operations as well as his household responsibilities.  

With the extension of Joseph’s authority came an increase in God’s blessing upon Potiphar. Joseph’s 
assumption of Potiphar’s material responsibilities enabled the Egyptian and his family to live a life of leisure. His 
sole personal concern related to his choices for individual gratification.  

Because Joseph honored God, God blessed him. Regardless of whether blessings come in this lifetime or the 
next, God expects allegiance. Honoring God makes us a success in His eyes—the only eyes that really matter. 

(In PSG, p 103) How does a person’s approach to work serve as a means to honor God? How can a person’s 
approach to work dishonor God? 

TEMPTED (GEN. 39:6b-12) 

VERSES 6b-7 
6b Now Joseph was well-built and handsome. 7 After some time his master’s wife looked longingly at Joseph 
and said, “Sleep with me.” 

 
Two Hebrew words describe Joseph’s appearance. The first is translated well-built. The word refers to shape or 
form. It suggests Joseph was well proportioned and muscular. Most Egyptian men didn’t cover their upper body. 
Nobles might wear shirts but these were transparent. A white linen kilt concealed from the waist down to just 
above the knees. Hence Joseph’s body was highly visible. The second word is handsome. Women found his face 
visually attractive.   

Joseph’s effective management of Potiphar’s household not only reduced Potiphar’s concerns, it augmented 
his wife’s leisure time. Egyptian women enjoyed a privileged status when compared to many ancient cultures. For 
example, she could own property. However, few occupations were open to Egyptian women. Custom dictated that 
most women tend to matters of the home. This insured daily contact between Joseph and Potiphar’s wife. 

The temptation for Joseph was real. In Egypt the cosmetics and perfumes surely seemed exotic and attractive to 
Joseph. Even female clothing was suggestive. During this era, wealthy Egyptian women wore elaborate gowns 
made of sheer linen.  

Centuries later the Book of Proverbs warned young Israelite males about the danger an immoral woman’s 
words and gaze posed (Prov. 5:3-6; 6:24-25; 7:21). Joseph confronted both. Potiphar’s wife stared at him with 
obvious desire. Finally, since Joseph made no effort to seduce her, she blatantly propositioned him! “Sleep with 
me,” she requested. 
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VERSES 8-12 
8 But he refused. “Look,” he said to his master’s wife, “with me here my master does not concern himself with 
anything in his house, and he has put all that he owns under my authority. 9 No one in this house is greater than I am. 
He has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. So how could I do this immense evil, and how 
could I sin against God?” 10 Although she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her. 11 Now one 
day he went into the house to do his work, and none of the household servants were there. 12 She grabbed him by his 
garment and said, “Sleep with me! ” But leaving his garment in her hand, he escaped and ran outside. 

 
Joseph refused her advance, citing two reasons. First, he refused to betray Potiphar’s trust. By identifying Potiphar 
as my master, Joseph stressed his subordinate status and hence accentuated the significance of his responsibilities 
to Potiphar.   

Potiphar held an important post in the Egyptian government. He commanded the Pharaoh’s bodyguard. 
Consequently, numerous soldiers served under his immediate command. Potiphar was an affluent man. His office 
qualified him to be among the privileged few who owned land in ancient Egypt. In addition to his slaves and 
servants, Potiphar could conscript poor Egyptians for whatever duties Pharaoh required. Hence Joseph enjoyed an 
exalted position in Egyptian society. Indeed, his life was better than most Egyptians. The only restriction Potiphar 
had imposed upon Joseph related to Potiphar’s wife. Now she wished to give even that to him. 

Second, Joseph refused to sin against God. Joseph described sexual relations with Potiphar’s wife as an 
immense evil. The term evil is the opposite of good. Here the word denoted activity contrary to God’s will. The 
adjective immense indicates that the proposed adultery was radically different from the behavior God demanded of 
His people. Joseph’s devotion to God prohibited the immorality Potiphar’s wife offered. Joseph’s ethics here 
contrasted starkly with his older brother Judah’s dissoluteness in the previous chapter.  

Temptation frequently is not a single encounter with evil. Often it is a persistent entreaty. So was the appeal of 
Potiphar’s wife. Day after day literally is “day day.” The awkward repetition indicates she propositioned Joseph 
every day. The Hebrew text contains some slight variations in her petitions that suggest a progression in her 
propositions, perhaps moving from an implied suggestion of intimacy to blatant requests for sex. In the Hebrew 
text go to bed with her reads literally “to lie down beside her to be with her.”  

Unfortunately, despite his significant authority, Joseph eventually found himself in the house alone with 
Potiphar’s lusting wife. Joseph entered the house to carry out the duties assigned to him by his master. Although 
the text does not indicate the reason none of the household servants were there, it is easy to suspect Potiphar’s 
wife orchestrated the occasion. Whatever the reason, Joseph found himself alone in the house with her. 

Now that Potiphar’s wife was alone with Joseph, she was determined to fulfill her carnal desire. The Hebrew 
word translated garment is the basic term for clothing. It may denote any type of clothing. However, Joseph had 
assimilated into Egyptian society, speaking their language, observing their customs, and wearing their clothing. 
The basic garment of Egyptian men was a white linen knee length kilt fastened at the front with a sash, knot, or a 
mere tuck-in. Potiphar’s wife easily could have grabbed his kilt by the fastener. Then with a single jerk, she pulled 
the garment from his body. 

Instantly, Joseph bolted from the room, leaving Potiphar’s wife standing alone holding his garment. She 
straightaway summoned other servants and vehemently accused Joseph of attempting to rape her (Gen. 39:13-18). 
She brashly protested that her screams had prevented him from being successful. Moreover, she presented 
Joseph’s garment as undeniable evidence of his crime. 

Temptation is not sin, but it can lead to sin. We are to resist sin, remembering God’s standards and the joy of 
honoring Him.  
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What are some temptations that persistently appeal to you? What are some ways you can overcome these 
temptations? 

FAVORED (GEN. 39:19-21)  

VERSE 19 
19 When his master heard the story his wife told him—“These are the things your slave did to me”—he was 
furious 

 
After telling her fabricated tale of attempted rape to the nearby servants, Potiphar’s scorned wife waited for her 
husband to return home. She cleverly placed Joseph’s clothing at her side. When Potiphar arrived, she referred to 
Joseph as “the Hebrew slave” (v. 17). The designation “Hebrew” distinguished Joseph as being from an ethnic 
group that was not Egyptian. Egyptians viewed foreigners as inferior. Hence, she stirred Potiphar’s cultural and 
ethnic prejudice against Joseph. Likewise, the reference to him as a slave emphasized his social inferiority. Her 
accusation that Joseph was making a fool of her (v. 17) charged him with reversing the entire social order. Her 
falsehood about Joseph running away when she screamed was intended as proof of his guilt. Finally, she implied 
Potiphar shared responsibility for the incident because he had introduced Joseph into their household. 

The rebuffed woman no doubt had succeeded in enraging the household servants with her accusations. So 
Potiphar came into a surly atmosphere. His wife’s tale and her insinuations that he was to blame enraged him as 
well. 

VERSES 20-21 
20 and had him thrown into prison, where the king’s prisoners were confined. So Joseph was there in prison. 21 
But the LORD was with Joseph and extended kindness to him. He granted him favor with the prison warden. 

 
Our knowledge of Egyptian punishment for crimes is derived from various stories. One rape of a freeborn woman 
was punished by emasculation. The lover of another woman who committed adultery was thrown to a crocodile. 
Joseph almost certainly faced execution in a most horrendous method. Instead, he was thrown into prison. This 
may indicate that Potiphar didn’t fully believe the accuracy of his wife’s accusation.  

As the narrative progresses, each apparent misfortune is in reality a step toward an impossible triumph. How 
else could the eleventh son of a semi-nomadic shepherd in Canaan eventually become second in command in 
Egypt, the most powerful nation on earth? The particular prison where Joseph was confined held the king’s 
prisoners. Here he would establish relationships that later released him and elevated him into the highest circle of 
power in the kingdom! 

Wherever the LORD is printed with all upper case letters in English translations of the Old Testament, it 
translates the divine name Yahweh. The use of God’s name here shows God’s presence in Joseph’s life was an 
intimate, personal relationship. The verb extended is used in expressions such as “Yahweh stretched out His 
hand,” which means Yahweh was ready to perform an action. Here, God extended kindness, not His hand. The 
Hebrew term is one of the most difficult to translate into English. No single term really begins to approximate its 
depth of meaning. It has been translated lovingkindness, kindness, mercy, unfailing kindness, loyal love, steadfast 
love, and love. In its pure sense, the term is close to the New Testament concept of God’s grace—divine favor 
without regard to merit. The word always appears in the context of a covenant relationship, usually that of the 
Lord and Israel, and expresses behavior that conforms to the terms of the covenant. By all appearances, Joseph 
was sinking deeper into obscurity and weakness. In reality, God was acting in Joseph's life to fulfill the promises 
of His covenant with Abraham. 



2018 LifeWay. Reproduction or redistribution is prohibited without the express written consent of LifeWay Christian Resources, One 
LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, TN 37234. 
 

Joseph found favor with the prison warden just as he had with Potiphar. This favor was the consequence of 
God’s kindness rather than Joseph’s personality. I served as a combat infantryman during the Vietnam War. At the 
time I considered it a pointless nightmare. Now I see it as invaluable preparation to be a pastor in a community 
adjacent to one of the United States Army’s largest bases. Believers can be assured that God abides with those 
who seek to honor Him.  

What are some experiences in your life that seemed at the time to be detrimental but in reality proved 
beneficial? 

 

KEY DOCTRINE 
Family 
Marriage is God’s unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man and the 
woman in marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to 
biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human race (Eph. 5:21-33). 

 
BIBLE SKILL 
Use a passage of Scripture to understand and illustrate another Bible Passage. 
Romans 8:28 is an often-quoted verse. Joseph’s story confirms the accuracy of this New Testament passage. 
This verse assures believers that all of life’s experiences work together for our ultimate good. On one side of a 
vertical line, list the different experiences that occurred in Joseph’s life. On the other side of the line identify the 
good that came from that experience. 

 
BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR 
For additional context, read “Potiphar: All We Know” in the Winter 2018-19 issue of Biblical Illustrator. 
Available at LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator.com. 
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SESSION 11 
TEMPTED 
Genesis 39:3-12,19-21  

FOCUS ATTENTION 
GUIDE: To introduce the session, call attention to page 93. Invite volunteers to share about the history of their 
names. Highlight any who share about being named for a family member. Note that naming a child for another 
family member is just one way of honoring a person. Guide the group to discuss the questions: What are some 
ways people honor other people? How do you honor God? (p. 93) 

EXPLAIN: In today’s session, we continue to examine the life of Joseph as we explore how to honor God by 
being faithful to Him and His standards. 

TRANSITION: Call attention to Pack Item 2 (Outline of Genesis) and Pack Item 7 (Handout: Genesis Time 
Line) to help show how today’s session fits into the study of Genesis. Direct attention to the major outline points. 
Summarize the information in Understand the Context (p. 93), briefly reviewing what happened to Joseph in 
chapter 37 (last week’s session) and filling in any needed information from chapter 38, leading into today’s study 
in chapter 39. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT 
CONSIDER: Comment that in life’s circumstances, we get to choose our attitude—we may not have chosen the 
circumstances, but we can choose how we react to those circumstances. Invite the group to consider what different 
attitudes Joseph could have chosen after finding himself sold into slavery by his brothers. Ask: How might Joseph 
have responded to his new position as a slave at Potiphar’s house? 

READ: Direct someone to read aloud Genesis 39:3-6a, noting the evidence we see of Joseph’s success while he 
worked in Potiphar’s household. Use the information under Day 1 (p. 97) to help explain Potiphar’s job and the 
divide that existed between Joseph, a slave, and Potiphar, the slave owner. Ask: What evidence do we see that 
both Potiphar and God were pleased with Joseph’s efforts? 

• (39:4) Potiphar astutely observed Joseph’s success and quickly promoted the Hebrew slave to greater 
responsibility. Potiphar made Joseph his personal attendant. The term attendant denotes the position of a 
subordinate who has oversight of others. A servant with this title held a high rank and had a special 
relationship with his master. Joseph’s accomplishments eventually led Potiphar to elevate him to oversee all 
the daily operations within his house. This included procuring various food and supplies as well as 
supervising all of the servants working inside the house. 

• (39:5-6a) Joseph was Abraham’s great grandson and the recipient of God’s promises to Abraham. Potiphar’s 
treatment of Joseph caused God to bless Potiphar. As he prospered, the perceptive Egyptian continued to 
promote Joseph. He extended Joseph’s authority to include everything Potiphar owned. Joseph now 
supervised agricultural operations as well as his household responsibilities. 

DISCUSS: Note how Joseph’s responsibilities increased as Potiphar’s confidence in Joseph grew. Ask: How does 
a person’s approach to work serve as a means to honor God? How can a person’s approach to work dishonor 
God? (p. 95) 

TRANSITION: We can see God’s blessing on Joseph and even on the people around Joseph. Things seemed to 
be going very well for Joseph, but then a temptation arose. 

Chris Meaders
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READ: Invite a volunteer to read aloud Genesis 39:6b-12, as the group identifies the steps Joseph took to resist 
temptation. Discuss: How do temptations reveal a person’s character? How can facing temptation develop a 
person’s character? (p. 95) 

• (39:8-9) Joseph refused her advance, citing two reasons. First, he refused to betray Potiphar’s trust. By 
identifying Potiphar as his master, Joseph stressed his subordinate status and hence accentuated the 
significance of his responsibilities to Potiphar. Second, Joseph refused to sin against God. Joseph described 
sexual relations with Potiphar’s wife as an immense evil. The term evil is the opposite of good. Here the word 
denoted activity contrary to God’s will. The adjective immense indicates that the proposed adultery was 
radically different from the behavior God demanded of His people. 

CONSIDER: Invite the group to silently review verses 8-9 and find the three reasons Joseph gave for saying no 
to Potiphar’s wife. List the reasons on the board. Note that although Joseph was Potiphar’s slave and the woman 
who tried to seduce him was Potiphar’s wife, Joseph viewed giving in to this temptation as a sin against God.  

DISCUSS: How does it impact our view of temptation and sin once we acknowledge that all sin is ultimately sin 
against God? How does it help us to resist temptation when we see ourselves as ultimately accountable to God? 

TRANSITION: Despite the continued pursuit from Potiphar’s wife, Joseph refused to give in to temptation. With 
God’s help, we have that same power to refuse the pull of temptation. Next we will see that even though he was 
faithful to God’s standards, Joseph still landed in prison. 

CONSIDER: Write on the board: “It’s not fair.” Call for the group to share times when a person might feel he or 
she is being treated unfairly. Note that while reading the story of Joseph’s life, this could be a point where we all 
might say, “It’s not fair.”  

READ: Invite someone to read aloud Genesis 39:19-21, as the group listens for how Joseph’s life takes yet 
another turn.  

• (39:19) Potiphar’s scorned wife waited for her husband to return home. She cleverly placed Joseph’s clothing 
at her side. When Potiphar arrived, she referred to Joseph as “the Hebrew slave” (v. 17). The designation 
“Hebrew” distinguished Joseph as being from an ethnic group that was not Egyptian. Egyptians viewed 
foreigners as inferior. Hence, she stirred Potiphar’s cultural and ethnic prejudice against Joseph. Likewise, the 
reference to him as a slave emphasized his social inferiority.  

• (39:20) As the narrative progresses, each apparent misfortune is in reality a step toward an impossible triumph. 
How else could the eleventh son of a semi-nomadic shepherd in Canaan eventually become second in 
command in Egypt, the most powerful nation on earth? The particular prison where Joseph was confined held 
the king’s prisoners. Here he would establish relationships that later released him and elevated him into the 
highest circle of power in the kingdom! 

DISCUSS: How can we encourage each other when it feels like God is far away? 

SUMMARIZE: Briefly summarize the information under Day 5 (p. 99) to help the group better understand what 
prison might have been like for Joseph. Invite the group to underline the last sentence in that section: “Joseph 
would discover that God’s delays were not God’s denials but simply an avenue that would build his character, 
strengthen his faith, and prepare him for what was ahead” (p. 99). Challenge them to reflect more on this 
statement on Day 5.  

DISCUSS: How does God’s showing His grace in bad situations motivate you to remain faithful to Him? (p. 95) 
How does God’s promise of His presence motivate you to remain faithful? 
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REVIEW: Allow group members to complete the Bible Skill activity (p. 95). Call for volunteers to share what 
they discovered examining Joseph’s life alongside Romans 8:28. 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE 
IDENTIFY: Direct attention to the Apply The Text bulleted summary statements (p. 96). Direct the group to 
silently read the statements and to circle the one that is most meaningful to them personally right now. 

RESPOND: Direct attention to the second question set under Apply The Text (p. 96): Discuss as a group the joys 
believers experience when they abide by God’s standards. How can the group help each other focus on the joys of 
following God’s standards? Record ideas shared. Lead the group to share their responses to the question as you 
record them on the board.  

PRAY: Close in prayer, challenging the group to honor God through their obedience to His standards in the 
coming days. 

AFTER THE SESSION 
Send the group an email or text encouraging them to pray for each other this week, that God would be honored 
through their obedience. 
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Session 11 

TEMPTED 

God is honored when we are faithful to Him and His standards.  

GENESIS 39:3-12,19-21  

MEMORY VERSE: GENESIS 39:21 

READ Genesis 38:16–39:23, First Thoughts, and Understand the Context. Make notes about words and concepts 
that may require additional explanation during the Bible study session. 

STUDY Genesis 39:3-12,19-21, using Explore the Text. Pay attention to Joseph’s faithfulness to God in the face 
of strong temptation. Use the Explore the Bible Commentary, found in print and digital format at LifeWay.com, 
to aid your understanding of the passage. 

PLAN the group time using ideas from Lead Group Bible Study. Tailor the plans for your group using More 
Ideas and those at Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults. Be sensitive to people who have failed morally. 

GROW from expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid (MinistryGrid.com/Web/ 
ExploretheBible). 

GATHER the following items: Personal Study Guides; and A large sheet of paper and markers. Prepare to 
display the following Pack Items: PACK ITEM 2 (Outline of Genesis); and PACK ITEM 7 (Handout: 
Genesis Time Line). 

LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY 

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS) 
GUIDE: To introduce the session, call attention to page 100 of the PSG. Invite volunteers to share about the 
history of their names. Highlight any who share about being named for a family member. Note that naming a child 
for another family member is just one way of honoring a person. Guide the group to discuss the questions at the 
end of the paragraph: What are some ways people honor other people? How do you honor God? (PSG, p. 100) 

EXPLAIN: In today’s session, we continue to examine the life of Joseph as we explore how to honor God by 
being faithful to Him and His standards. 

TRANSITION: Call attention to Pack Item 2 (Outline of Genesis) and Pack Item 7 (Handout: Genesis Time 
Line) to help show how today’s session fits into the study of Genesis. Direct attention to the major outline points. 
Summarize the information in Understand the Context (PSG, pp. 114–115), briefly reviewing what happened to 

Chris Meaders
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Joseph in chapter 37 (last week’s session) and filling in any needed information from chapter 38, leading into 
today’s study in chapter 39. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT 
CONSIDER: Comment that in life’s circumstances, we get to choose our attitude—we may not have chosen the 
circumstances, but we can choose how we react to those circumstances. Invite the group to consider what different 
attitudes Joseph could have chosen after finding himself sold into slavery by his brothers. Ask: How might Joseph 
have responded to his new position as a slave at Potiphar’s house? 

READ: Direct someone to read aloud Genesis 39:3-6a, noting the evidence we see of Joseph’s success while he 
worked in Potiphar’s household. Use the information under Verses 3-4 (PSG, pp. 102–103) to help explain 
Potiphar’s job and the divide that existed between Joseph, a slave, and Potiphar, the slave owner. Ask: What 
evidence do we see that both Potiphar and God were pleased with Joseph’s efforts? 

DISCUSS: Note how Joseph’s responsibilities increased as Potiphar’s confidence in Joseph grew. Ask: How does 
a person’s approach to work serve as a means to honor God? How can a person’s approach to work dishonor 
God? (PSG, p. 103) 

TRANSITION: We can see God’s blessing on Joseph and even on the people around Joseph. Things seemed to 
be going very well for Joseph, but then a temptation arose. 

READ: Invite a volunteer to read aloud Genesis 39:6b-12, as the group identifies the steps Joseph took to resist 
temptation. Discuss: How do temptations reveal a person’s character? How can facing temptation develop a 
person’s character? (PSG, p. 105) 

CONSIDER: Invite the group to silently review verses 8-9 and find the three reasons Joseph gave for saying no 
to Potiphar’s wife. List the reasons on the board. Note that although Joseph was Potiphar’s slave and the woman 
who tried to seduce him was Potiphar’s wife, Joseph viewed giving in to this temptation as a sin against God.  

DISCUSS: How does it impact our view of temptation and sin once we acknowledge that all sin is ultimately sin 
against God? How does it help us to resist temptation when we see ourselves as ultimately accountable to God? 

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud the paragraph that begins, “Sexual sin never delivers what it promises” 
(PSG, p. 106). Highlight the last sentence: Remaining pure is the only option that honors God and that God 
honors. Invite a volunteer to read aloud John 6:27.  

TRANSITION: Despite the continued pursuit from Potiphar’s wife, Joseph refused to give in to temptation. With 
God’s help, we have that same power to refuse the pull of temptation. Next we will see that even though he was 
faithful to God’s standards, Joseph still landed in prison. 

CONSIDER: Write on the board: “It’s not fair.” Call for the group to share times when a person might feel he or 
she is being treated unfairly. Note that while reading the story of Joseph’s life, this could be a point where we all 
might say, “It’s not fair.”  

READ: Invite someone to read aloud Genesis 39:19-21, as the group listens for how Joseph’s life takes yet 
another turn.  

DISCUSS: How can we encourage each other when it feels like God is far away? 

SUMMARIZE: Briefly summarize the information under Verses 20-21 (PSG, p. 107) to help the group better 
understand what prison might have been like for Joseph. Invite the group to underline the last sentence in that 
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section: “Joseph would discover that God’s delays were not God’s denials but simply an avenue that would build 
his character, strengthen his faith, and prepare him for what was ahead” (PSG, p. 107).  

DISCUSS: How does God’s showing His grace in bad situations motivate you to remain faithful to Him? How 
does God’s promise of His presence motivate you to remain faithful? (PSG, p. 107) 

REVIEW: Call for volunteers to share what they discovered as a result of completing the Bible Skill activity 
(PSG, p. 107) for this week, examining Joseph’s life alongside Romans 8:28. 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT) 
IDENTIFY: Direct attention to the In My Context bulleted summary statements (PSG, p. 108). Direct the group 
to silently read the statements and to circle the one that is most meaningful to them personally right now. 

RESPOND: Direct attention to the second question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 108): Discuss as a group 
the joys believers experience when they abide by God’s standards. How can the group help each other focus on 
the joys of following God’s standards? Record ideas shared. Lead the group to share their responses to the 
question as you record them on the board.  

PRAY: Close in prayer, challenging the group to honor God through their obedience to His standards in the 
coming days. 

PRACTICE 

Consider your own attitudes and actions. Are there areas of your life where you need to be more faithful to 
God’s standards? 

Send the group an email or text encouraging them to pray for each other this week, that God would be honored 
through their obedience. 

MORE IDEAS 

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS) 
Write the word “Standards” on the board. Call for the group to name examples of standards in our community 
today (examples: traffic laws, job standards, building codes, teaching standards, etc.). Point out that God’s 
standards will be the focus in our study today. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT 
To supplement Genesis 39:6b-12, lead the group to read: Exodus 20:14; Proverbs 6:20-35; 7:10-20; Matthew 

5:27-28; and 2 Timothy 2:22. Note that these passages clearly warn against any sexual relationship outside of 
marriage. Stress Joseph’s wisdom in fleeing this temptation. 

To further enhance discussion of Genesis 39:6b-12, lead the group to compare and contrast Joseph with Samson, 
another Old Testament character who faced temptation. Stress the importance of self-control, especially in the 
life of a leader (see Prov. 25:28). Use the information under Verses 10-12 (PSG, pp. 105–106) to supplement 
the discussion. 
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To supplement Genesis 39:19-21, write on the board: “I don’t get mad—I get even.” Point out that likely all of 
us have faced a moment when we wanted to seek revenge because someone hurt us or someone we love. 
Remind the group that Joseph modeled the Bible’s teaching of leaving retribution in God’s hands. Refer to 
Romans 12:19 and 1 Peter 4:19 to support the discussion. 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT) 
Direct attention to the first question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 108): How can you honor God at home, 
work, church, and in your community? List specific ways for each. Encourage the group to list their responses in 
the margin of their PSGs and to commit to following through with what they have listed. 

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA 
To supplement the study of Genesis 39:3-12,19-21, lead the group to sing or recite the words to the first verse and 
chorus of “Trust and Obey,” by John H. Sammis. Encourage them to look for ways to strengthen their obedience 
to God each day this week. 

 


